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Los Huni Kuin, a los que antiguamente se les conocia como Cashinahua
(Kaxinawa en Brasil) son uno de los pueblos indigenas mas apreciados
de las tierras bajas de América del Sur y ciertamente de los mas
estimados por los interesados en la etnologia amazénica. Varias
generaciones de intelectuales y artistas han sido seducidos por la
belleza de sus pinturas corporales y de su adornos de plumas, la
sofisticacion de sus rituales, los enigmaticos "Inka" que pueblan su
mitologia y, méas recientemente, por la originalidad y complejidad de

sus sistemas clasificatorios y sociales. Este libro tiene el gran mérito

de tomar como el hilo conductor las propias concepciones mismas de
los Huni Kuin, su sistema de pensamiento, las categorias con las que
aprehenden el mundo, organizan su universo social e interaccionan con
su entorno. Como toda buena etnologia, este trabajo parte de las
representaciones indigenas para hacerlas comprensibles a un publico
proveniente de horizontes culturales diferentes. Desde esta Optica,
PENSAR EL OTRO constituye un éxito total. Tenemos ante nosotros un
libro que expone ideas complejas sin desfigurarlas, que nos hace
familiar el pensamiento Huni Kuin, sin ocultar nada de su misterio y
complejidad. Después de haberlo leido, se cierra el libro con un real
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sentimiento de plenitud. Agradecemos sinceramente al CAAAP y al IFEA
por ofrecer esta oportunidad a los lectores hispanohablantes. Philippe
Erikson
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During the last 60 years the relevance of cannabis (Cannabis sativa or
Cannabis indica) ingredients, like the psychoactive 9-
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), cannabidiol, 120+ additional cannabinoids
and 440+ non-cannabinoid compounds, for human health and disease
has become apparent. Approximately 30 years after the elucidation of
THC structure the molecular reasons for the biological activity of these
plant extracts were made clearer by the discovery of endocannabinoids,
that are endogenous lipids able to bind to the same receptors activated
by THC. Besides endocannabinoids, that include several N-
acylethanolamines and acylesters, a complex array of receptors,
metabolic enzymes, transporters (transmembrane, intracellular and
extracellular carriers) were also discovered, and altogether they form a
so-called "endocannabinoid system” that has been shown to finely tune
the manifold biological activities of these lipid signals. Both plant-
derived cannabinoids and endocannabinoids were first discovered by



the group led by Prof. Dr. Raphael Mechoulam, who has just celebrated
his 90th birthday and clearly stood out as a giant of modern science.
The many implications of his seminal work for chemistry, biochemistry,
biology, pharmacology and medicine are described in this special issue
by the scientists who reached during the last 20 years the highest
recognition in the field of (endo)cannabinoid research, receiving the
Mechoulam Award for their major contributions. | thank them for

having accepted my invitation to be part of this honorary issue of
Molecules, and Raphi for continuing to illuminate our field with his
always inspiring investigations and new ideas.



