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Sommario/riassunto Throughout history, wildlife has been an important source of infectious
diseases transmissible to humans. Today, zoonoses with a wildlife
reservoir constitute a major public health problem, affecting all
continents. The importance of such zoonoses is increasingly
recognized, and the need for more attention in this area is being
addressed. The total number of zoonoses is unknown, some 1,415
known human pathogens have been catalogued, and 62% are of
zoonotic origin [1]. With time, more and more human pathogens are
found to be of animal origin. Moreover, most emerging infectious
diseases in humans are zoonoses. Wild animals seem to be involved in
the epidemiology of most zoonoses and serve as major reservoirs for
transmission of zoonotic agents to domestic animals and humans [2].
The concept of the 'One Health' approach involving collaboration
between veterinary and medical scientists, policy makers, and public
health officials, is necessary to foster joint cooperation and control of
emerging zoonotic diseases [3]. Zoonotic diseases caused by a wide
range of arthropods, bacteria, helminths, protozoans, and viruses can
cause serious and even life-threatening clinical conditions in animals,
with a number of them also affecting the human population due to
their zoonotic potential. The aim of the current Special Issue is to cover
recent and novel research trends in zoonotic diseases in wildlife,
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including the relevant topics related to wildlife, zoonosis, public health,
emerging diseases, infectious diseases and parasitic diseases.


