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Quick Boot is designed to give developers a background in the basic
architecture and details of a typical boot sequence. More specifically,
this book describes the basic initialization sequence that allows
developers the freedom to boot an OS without a fully featured system
BIOS. Various specifications provide the basics of both the code bases
and the standards. This book also provides insights into optimization
techniques for more advanced developers. With proper background
information, the required specifications on hand, and diligence, many
developers can create quality boot solutions using this text. Pete Dice is
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Engineering Director of Verifone, where he manages OS Engineering
teams in Dublin, Ireland and Riga Latvia. Dice successfully launched
Intel® Quark™, Intel's first generation SoC as well as invented the Intel®
Galileo™ development board and developed a freemium SW strategy to
scale Intel 10T gateway features across product lines. He is also credited
with architecting the "Moon Island" software stack and business model.
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In this Special Issue of the journal, advancements in the treatment of
liver diseases are illustrated by international experts in the field. New
treatment options for primary biliary cirrhosis and, hopefully, primary
sclerosing cholangitis are discussed. Up-to-date pharmacological
therapy for preventing liver cirrhosis decompensation and treating
acute-on-chronic liver failure is highlighted. Furthermore, new
treatments for cholangiocarcinoma, based on biological and tissue
markers, will be available in the near future, aiming to surpass the
current unsatisfactory results of traditional therapies. Immunotherapy
has been applied to hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). The new first-line
treatment, combining atezolizumab plus bevacizumab for HCC in the
intermediate and advanced stages, will allow for an increase in patient
survival in the near future. Liver transplantation (LT) remains the
preferred treatment for many patients with end-stage liver diseases
and HCC. The selection criteria for LT in patients with HCC moved from
morphological to dynamic criteria, such as those derived from the



assessment of tumor responses to locoregional and/or systemic
treatments before transplantation. This allowed many patients who
would have been excluded from a transplantation with the old selection
criteria to access one. Finally, a very interesting issue regarding new
indications for liver transplantation is illustrated.



