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Religion meant far more in early modern England than church on
Sundays, a baptism, a funeral or a wedding ceremony. The Church was
fully enmeshed in the everyday lives of the people; in particular, their
morals and religious observance. The Church imposed comprehensive
regulations on its flock, and it employed an army of informers and
bureaucrats, headed by a diocesan chancellor, to enable its courts to
enforce the rules. Church courts lay, thus, at the very intersection of
Church and people. The courts of the seventeenth century - when 'a
cyclonic shattering' produced a 'great overturning of everything in
England' - have, surprisingly, had to wait until now for scrutiny. Church
Courts and the People in Seventeenth-Century England offers a detailed
survey of three dioceses across the whole of the century, examining
key aspects such as attendance at court, completion of business and,
crucially, the scale of guilt to test the performance of the courts. While
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the study will capture the interest of lawyers to clergymen, or from
local historians to sociologists, its primary appeal will be to researchers
in the field of Church history. For students and researchers of the
seventeenth century, it provides a full account of court operations,
measuring the extent of control, challenging orthodoxies about
excommunication, penance and juries, contextualising ecclesiastical
justice within major societal issues of the times and, ultimately,
presents powerful evidence for a 'church in danger' by the end of the
century
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Duane Litfin, former president of Wheaton College, explores how Paul's
theology of preaching can inform the church's preaching today.
Through a detailed study of 1 Corinthians 1-4, Litfin shows how Paul's
method of proclamation differed from Greco-Roman rhetoric and how
Pauline preaching can be a model for the contemporary preaching task.
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The book concentrates on teaching and instructional quality with
emphasis on the relationship between educational theory and practice
with respect to teacher education. In the first part of the book,
philosophical and theoretical background is introduced of a research
specific methodology that focuses on analysing the development of
instructional environment and also on assessing its quality. In the
second part of the book, the 3A procedure is described as a research
approach specifically designed to analyse instructional quality. The
third part of the book summarises the results of a multicase study
carried out within the framework of the 3A procedure. The book aims
to serve as inspiration to theorists in general and field didactics,
teachers interested in instructional quality, school headmasters and all
those who assess the didactical quality of instruction.


