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Sommario/riassunto “Urban co-creation“ is en vogue. But how can it be achieved in planning
practice? It requires methods that take the complexity of cities and
their development into account and that, at the same time, have a low
threshold for everyone to participate. The Urban Design Thinking (UDT)
method is capable to include the needs of users in the development of
their city within the framework of co-creative urban development and
thus enables the generation of ideas for complex urban challenges. It
was developed in 2015 by the Chair of Urban Renewal and Sustainable
Development at the Technical University of Berlin, based on Stanford
University’s Design Thinking method. UDT has already been applied in
a variety of study and research projects, including the research project
„Migrants4Cities“, which TU Berlin carried out together with the City of
Mannheim and inter3 – Insitut für Ressourcenmanagement. This guide
provides a practical overview of the application of UDT based on the
project experiences of „Migrants4Cities“. It places the method in the
context of co-creation in urban development. The necessary framework
for a successful UDT process as well as the potential challenges are
presented. Insights into UDT practice are provided by an overview of
the ideas developed in the project „Migrants4Cities“ as well as an
interactive UDT quick run-through, which, invites readers to try it out
for themselves.
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