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To celebrate the 270th anniversary of the De Gruyter publishing house,
the company is providing permanent open access to 270 selected
treasures from the De Gruyter Book Archive. Titles will be made
available to anyone, anywhere at any time that might be interested. The
DGBA project seeks to digitize the entire backlist of titles published
since 1749 to ensure that future generations have digital access to the
high-quality primary sources that De Gruyter has published over the

centuries.
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Friedman offers new and updated research on the Nusayr-‘Alaw sect,
today a leading group in Syria, covering a variety of aspects and
focusing on the Middle Ages. A century after Dussaud's Histoire et
religion des Nosairis (1900), he reviews the history and religion of the
sect in the light of old documents used by orientalists in the nineteenth
century, documents that became available in the twentieth century, and
later sources of the Nuayr-‘Alaw sect published most recently in
Lebanon. Also studied in depth for the first time is the question of the
identity of the sect through the ‘Alaw-Sunn-Sh* triangle.
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The characterization of the physical and chemical properties of
transition metals and their compounds under extreme conditions of
pressure and temperature has always attracted the interest of a wide
scientific community. Their properties have numerous implications in
fields ranging from solid-state physics, chemistry, and materials
science to Earth and planetary science. The present Special Issue
represents a good example of such a broad interest and shows some of
the latest advancements in the investigation of transition metals under
extreme conditions of pressure and temperature.



