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The law of international responsibility, a classic area of investigation in
international law, has been attracting an ever increasing interest in
recent times, as reflected also in the work of the International Law
Commission on State responsibility and on responsibility of
international organizations. The exploration of current trends in this
important area is therefore an appropriate and timely subject for a
book in memory of Oscar Schachter, a former United Nations official,
Columbia Law School professor, ASIL President, and international
lawyer of world-wide reputation, who died in December 2003. The
editor of the book has assembled a team of thirty-six prominent
international lawyers belonging to twenty different nationalities to write
about different aspects of the law of international responsibility, from
general issues to specific areas of the law (including responsibility
before international courts and tribunals), with respect to both the law
of State responsibility and responsibility of international organizations
and other non-State actors. The result of this effort is a monographic
volume (enriched by a biography and a list of publications of Oscar
Schachter, and accompanied by a bibliography of all the works cited in
the various contributions and an index for easier consultation), which
will be of interest not only to the many admirers and friends of Oscar
Schachter around the world, but also, more broadly, to international
law academics and practitioners.
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This collection brings together scholars from various disciplines to ask
fundamental questions concerning how women handle the manifold
impediments placed before them as they simply attempt to live full
human lives. The collection explores narratives of women – real and
fictional – who fight against these barriers, who succumb to them, who
remain unaware of them, or choose to ignore them. It explores the
ways we read women in cultural production, and how women are read
in society. We assert the obstacles constructed into the very fabric of
societies against fifty percent of the population are unfair, be they
hindrances for women to attain their goals, encumbrances that limit
women’s speech and societal participation – communal and artistic – or
hindrances that prohibit specific behaviors and images of women.


