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This monograph is an investigation of Yahwistic votive practice during
the Hellenistic period. The dedicatory inscriptions from the Yahweh
temple on Mount Gerizim are analyzed in light of votive practice in
Biblical literature and in general on the basis of a thorough
terminological and theoretical discussion.A special focus is laid on
remembrance formulae, which request the deity to remember the
worshipper in return for a gift. These formulae cannot only be found at
Gerizim, but also in other Semitic dedicatory inscriptions. Therefore
these texts are interpreted in their broader cultural context, placed
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within a broad religious practice of dedicating gifts to the gods and
leaving inscriptions in sanctuaries. Finally, the aspect of divine
remembrance in the Hebrew Bible is explored and related to the
materiality of the votive inscription. The research concludes that there
is a perception of the divine behind this practice on Mount Gerizim that
ties together the aspects of gift, remembrance and material presence.
This 'theology' is echoed both in similar Semitic dedicatory inscriptions
and in the Hebrew Bible.
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Mycotoxins are toxic secondary metabolites produced by fungi. They
cause deleterious effects on humans, animals, and plants. More than
one hundred mycotoxins are known which contaminate food and feed
raw materials. Fungal infection and mycotoxin contamination can occur
directly in fields (pre-harvest stage), during storage, or during

industrial processing (post-harvest stage). Given the proven toxicity of
mycotoxins and their widespread distribution, it is necessary to prevent
their occurrence in food and feed. To limit mycotoxin contamination,
several techniques can be adopted at the pre-harvest or post-harvest
stages. These techniques can reduce mycotoxin concentration through
fungal growth reduction or mechanisms leading to mycotoxin



degradation or mycotoxin detoxification (i.e., reduction of the toxicity).
Until very recently, fungicides were favored to limit mycotoxin
contamination by reducing fungal growth. Nonetheless, the sanitary
and environmental impacts of these products and their effects on food
quality encourage the development of alternative strategies based on
biocontrol agents (BCASs) or natural compounds. Moreover, in some
cases, fungal growth reduction can stimulate mycotoxin production.
The focus of this Special Issue of Toxins is to gather the most recent
advances related to reducing mycotoxin contamination in food and
feed using BCAs and natural compounds. In this context, two main
types of approaches can be proposed: Preventive methods that could
be applied in the field, during storage, or during industrial processing
and curative methods that detoxify contaminated matrices by
eliminating the produced mycotoxin.



