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Over the last three years Europe and North America have been hit by an
unprecedented wave of terrorist attacks perpetrated by individuals
motivated by jihadist ideology. Who are the individuals who have
carried out these attacks? Were they born and raised in the West? Or
were they an “imported threat”, refugees and migrants? How did they
radicalize? Were they well educated and integrated, or social outcasts?
Did they act alone? What were their connections to the Islamic State?
The answers to these and other questions have large implications for
our understanding of the threat facing us and, consequently, help us
design sounder policy solutions built on empirical evidence. This study,
the first of its kind, seeks to analyze the demographic profile,
radicalization trajectories and connections to the Islamic State of all the
individuals who have carried out attacks inspired by jihadist ideology in
North America and Europe in the three years since the proclamation of
the caliphate in June 2014.
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This Special Issue covers solution synthesis, processing, and
applications of non-metallic nanomaterials. Zhang et. al. and Jiang et.
al. focus on synthesis of kesterite materials, and Wu et. al. and Zhang
et. al. focus on synthesis of copper chromium oxide delafossite
nanomaterials. Three of these papers discuss solar cell applications
using these materials. Yun and Park's review paper explores the self-
assembly of complex nanostructures. Bhalothia et al. show enhanced
catalytic activity for NiOx@Pt nanostructures and Wu et. al. report high-
sensitivity ammonia sensors made from SnO nanoshells. On flexible
electronics, Nakamura et. al. developed Cu nitride ink for rapid
photonic processing of conducting lines, Liu et. al. made Au/HfO2/Pt
resistive random access memory devices, and Moreira et al. fabricated
solution combustion oxide thin film transistors.



