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Looking at knowledge transmission as a cultural feature, this book
isolates and examines the individual factors that affect knowledge in
the making and created uniquely Chinese cultures of knowledge. The
volume is organized into four sections: Internode, Imperial Court,
Agora, and Scholarly Arts. Each has a theoretical introduction, followed
by two core contributions from experts in Chinese history. The section
concludes with a ‘reflection’ by a historian of Western Technology who
scrutinizes each sphere and identifies the points that reflect universal
technological experience. The combination of broadly sketched
theoretical introductions and detailed core contributions provides an
unparalleled insight into pre-modern Chinese history from the Song to
early Qing dynasty, revealing Chinese attitudes towards innovation and
invention.
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Sommario/riassunto In 1907, the city of Heredia became the epicenter of the most

important religious conflict experienced by Costa Rica in the 20th
century. A complaint that the theory of evolution was being taught in
the Lyceum (i.e. secondary school) of that city, triggered an increasingly
intense confrontation between the Catholic parishioners and the circle
of young radical intellectuals articulating around the writer and
educator Roberto Brenes Mesen. In the course of this process, Costa
Rican society, to the alarm of the government of Cleto Gonzalez
Viguez, was the scene of popular mobilizations in defense of the faith,
excommunications and burning of impious texts, while Catholic
morality was systematically questioned based on sexual abuse
attributed to priests. For a moment, it seemed that the country had
gone back in time, and that the ghosts of 1884 were present.



