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When four young men, slaves on Edward Gorsuch's Maryland farm,
escaped to rural Pennsylvania in 1849, the owner swore he'd bring
them back. Two years later, Gorsuch lay dead outside the farmhouse in
Christiana where he'd tracked them down, as his federal posse
retreated pell-mell before thearmed might of local blacks--and the
impact of the most notorious act of resistance against the federal
Fugitive Slave Law was about to be felt across a divided nation.

Bloody Dawn vividly tells this dramatic story of escape, manhunt, riot,
and the ensuing trial, detailing its importance in heightening
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Sommario/riassunto Exit problems for one-dimensional Levy processes are easier when

jumps only occur in one direction. In the last few years, this intuition
became more precise: we know now that a wide variety of identities for
exit problems of spectrally-negative Levy processes may be
ergonomically expressed in terms of two g-harmonic functions (or
scale functions or positive martingales) W and Z. The proofs typically
require not much more than the strong Markov property, which hold, in
principle, for the wider class of spectrally-negative strong Markov
processes. This has been established already in particular cases, such
as random walks, Markov additive processes, Levy processes with
omega-state-dependent killing, and certain Levy processes with state
dependent drift, and seems to be true for general strong Markov
processes, subject to technical conditions. However, computing the
functions W and Z is still an open problem outside the Levy and
diffusion classes, even for the simplest risk models with state-
dependent parameters (say, Ornstein-Uhlenbeck or Feller branching
diffusion with phase-type jumps).



