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According to the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the
private sector plays a key role in achieving the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). After all, sustainable and inclusive
economic growth is essential to enable more people to participate in
global prosperity. Encouraging entrepreneurship and job creation are
key to SDG 8, as are effective measures to eradicate forced labor,
slavery, and human trafficking. Since more than 90 percent of jobs are
created by the private sector, more attention must be paid to
entrepreneurs that help create dynamic and responsible enterprises
that often generate positive externalities for society and the
environment through investments in scalable innovations and a
commitment to local embeddedness. As such, they help lift people out
of poverty through new and relatively well-paid jobs and enable local
economies to become more sustainable through global value chain
integration. Transitioning to Decent Work and Economic Growth
explores the prospects for SDG 8 in the Global South as well as the
Global North. It especially considers the positive role the private sector
may play as an enabler of human rights, creator of decent work and
engine for inclusive development in different contexts. Further, it
examines how the institutional environment can facilitate economic
change, which may lead to social empowerment and enhanced
economic opportunities. A key question the volume explores, is how—
in an entrepreneurial context—innovation and scientific knowledge
contribute to the creation of scalable innovation that help to de-couple
economic growth from the use of natural resources. Transitioning to
Decent Work and Economic Growth is part of MDPI's new Open Access
book series Transitioning to Sustainability. With this series, MDPI
pursues environmentally and socially relevant research which
contributes to efforts toward a sustainable world. Transitioning to
Sustainability aims to add to the conversation about regional and global
sustainable development according to the 17 SDGs. Set to be published
in 2020/2021, the book series is intended to reach beyond disciplinary,
even academic boundaries.  For use of the SDG logos and design,
please see the according Guidelines for the use of the SDG logo, color
wheel, and 17 icons.


