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This special collection assembles some of the most pre-eminent
scholars in the field in African, African American, and American Studies
to explore the ways writers reclaim the Black female body in African
American literature using the theoretical, social, cultural, and religious
frameworks of spirituality and religion. Central to these discussions is
Black women's agency within these realms-their uncanny ability to
invent and reinvent themselves within individual and communal spaces
that frame them as both outsider and insider, unworthy and worthy,
deviant and sacred, excess and minimal. Scholars have sought to
discuss these tensions, acknowledged and affirmed in prose, poetry,
music, essays, speeches, written plays, or short stories. Forgiveness,
healing, redemption, and reclamation provide entry into these vibrant
explorations of self-discovery, passion, and self-creation that
interrogate traditional views of what is spiritual and what is religious.
Discussed writers include Toni Morrison, Phillis Wheatley, James
Baldwin, Tina McElroy Ansa, Toni Cade Bambara, and Thomas Dorsey.
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In the last few decades, Japanese popular culture productions have
been consolidated as one of the most influential and profitable global
industries. As a creative industry, Japanese Media-Mixes generate
multimillion-dollar revenues, being a product of international synergies
and the natural appeal of the characters and stories. The
transnationalization of investment capital, diversification of themes and
(sub)genres, underlying threat in the proliferation of illegal audiences,
development of internet streaming technologies, and other new
transformations in media-mix-based production models make the
study of these products even more relevant today. In this way, manga
(Japanese comics), anime (Japanese animation), and video games are
not necessarily products designed for the national market. More than
ever, it is necessary to reconcile national and transnational positions
for the study of this cultural production.The present volume includes
contributions aligned to the analysis of Japanese popular culture flow
from many perspectives (cultural studies, film, comic studies,
sociology, etc.), although we have emphasized the relationships
between manga, anime, and international audiences. The selected
works include the following topics:e Studies on audiences-national and



transnational case studies;* Fandom production and Otaku culture;s
Cross-media and transmedia perspectives;s Theoretical perspectives
on manga, anime, and media-mixes.



