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Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a global problem with extremely
complex epidemiology involving the direct and indirect transmission of
antibiotic resistant pathogens and mobile genetic elements between
humans, animals, and the environment. AMR is, therefore, recognized
as a 'One Health' issue. Data that describe AMR prevalence and trends
are required to enable the judicious and prudent use of antimicrobials
in animals, which has implications both from veterinary and animal
welfare aspects as well as from a zoonotic and public health
perspective. Horses are a potential reservoir of AMR for humans due to
close human-animal contact, as was demonstrated with shared human
and horse methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) strains
causing outbreaks in equine hospitals. Extended-spectrum beta-
lactamase-producing Enterobacteriaceae, considered as clinically and
economically important to the AMR burden in human and veterinary
medicine, has been reported in both community and clinic equine
populations. Strains of Enterobacteriaceae pose a major worldwide
threat due to the geographical expansion of ESBL-producing clones as
well as the horizontal interspecies dissemination of ESBL-encoding
plasmids and genes. In human medicine, ESBL-E infection is associated
with increased morbidity, mortality, length of hospital stay, delay of
targeted appropriate treatment, and higher costs. These issues also
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need to be addressed in horses. This Special Issue on AMR in horses
encompasses several papers that describe the prevalence, risk factors,
and molecular data on MDR bacteria in healthy horses in Canada, Japan,
Spain, and Israel, in addition to papers that describe the clinical impact
of MDR bacteria in diseased horses in Austria, USA, France and Israel.
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"Now that | am seventy years of age, it is my prerogative to offer a
summing up,"” says Meron Benvenisti, internationally known author and
columnist, Jerusalem native, and scion of Israel's founders. Born in
Palestine in 1934 to a Sephardic father and an Ashkenazi mother,
Benvenisti has enjoyed an unusual vantage point from which to
consider his homeland's conflicts and controversies. Throughout his
long and provocative career as a scholar, an elected official, and a
respected journalist, he has remained intimately involved with Israel's
social and political development. Part memoir and part political
polemic, Son of the Cypresses threads Benvenisti's own story through
the story of Israel. The result is a vivid, sharply drawn eyewitness
account of pre-state Jerusalem and Israel's early years. He memorably
sets the scene by recalling his father's emotional journey from Jewish
Salonika in 1913 to Palestine, with all its attendant euphoria and
frustration, and his father's pioneer dedication to inculcating Israeli
youth with a "native's" attachment to the homeland. In describing the
colorful and lively Jerusalem in which he grew up, Benvenisti recalls the
many challenges faced by new Jewish immigrants, who found
themselves not only in conflict with the Arab population but also with
each other as Sephardim and Ashkenazim. He revisits his own public
disagreements with both Zionists and Palestinians and shares indelible
memories such as his boyhood experiences of the 1948 War. In
remembering his life as an Israeli sabra, Benvenisti offers a vivid record
of the historical roots of the conflict that persists today.



