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The approach to language and grammar that motivates this book is
unabashedly functional; grammar is not just a system of empty rules, it
is a means to an end, an instrument for constructing concise coherent
communication. In grammar as in music, good expression rides on
good form. Figuratively and literally, grammar like musical form must
make sense. But for the instrument to serve its purpose, it must first
exist; the rules must be real, they can be explicitly described and
taught. This book is intended for both students and teachers, at college
level, for both native and nonnative speakers.
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The well-known artist Georg Daniel Heumann (1691-1759), who came
from Nuremberg, had been appointed as a university copper engraver
at the Georgia Augusta in Gottingen in 1740. Because of his interest in
itinerant street traders, he became the creator of the Gottingischen
Ausruff, a series of prints of 30 artistic etchings. They are a valuable
documentation of itinerant trade in a Lower Saxon agrarian town that
was becoming a university town and where the traditional rural range
of goods competed with the needs of a more sophisticated section of
the population. With his excellent powers of observation and delight in
detail, Heumann authentically captured the reality of life in Gottingen's
street trading and the new ambience of the city. He did not depict types
of street vendors, but individuals in their dress, body language, range
of goods or services, Low German exclamations, and the way they
transported and offered their wares. In the commentary, the editor
presents the status of street trading within the Gottingen market
regulations and the established guild system, which goods were
desired and which were undesirable. Translated with www.DeepL.
com/Translator (free version)



