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n the last years, our knowledge of human NK cell biology has increased
significantly. Several stimulating studies have provided the basis for
understanding how NK cells can be "educated" to acquire
immunological competence following maturation, or to adapt their
function to the environmental changes of "self". New information has
been acquired on their lifespan and on the persistence of memory-like
NK cell subsets in response to certain viral infections. In addition, the



identification and characterization of new markers and the
development of more effective analytic approaches have led to the
definition of various phenotypically and/or functionally-defined cell
subsets. These advances have, in turn, enabled us to study NK cells
beyond the peripheral blood, in different tissue compartments
including the bone marrow, liver, lungs, skin, intestine and uterus.
Recent data indicates that at least part of the tissue NK cell
compartment consists of resident cells (which rarely recirculate)
characterized by tissue-specific phenotypes and, in some cases,
endowed with specialized functions related to the distinct organs in
which they reside. These findings stimulate further questions (i) on the
origins of these putative tissue-specific NK cell subsets; (ii) on their
functional interplay with the local microenvironment; (iii) on their
immunological competence and memory capacity and (iv) on their
possible specific functional role in healthy and diseased tissues. In this
context, the assessment of phenotype, function, maturation, education,
differentiation and reprogramming of effector functions in tissue NK
cells represents a new stimulating field of investigation that would help
to get a more comprehensive picture of NK cell biology. In this
Research Topic, we collect articles that highlight the recent advances in
our understanding of tissue NK cells and that provide insight into
opening new viewpoints on the role of NK cells in both health and
disease.
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Event -- Aftermath -- Perception.

This volume has been created by scholars from a range of disciplines
who wish to show their appreciation for Professor John France and to
celebrate his career and achievements. For many decades, Professor
France's work has been instrumental in many of the advances made in
the fields of crusader studies and medieval warfare. He has published
widely on these topics including major publications such as: Victory in
the East: A Military History of the First Crusade (1994) and Western
Warfare in the Age of the Crusades (1999). This present volume mirrors
his interests, offering studies upon both areas. The fifteen essays
cover a wide variety of topics, spanning chronologically from the
Carolingian period through to the early fourteenth century. Some offer
new insights upon long-contested issues, such as the question of
whether a new form of cavalry was created by Charles Martel and his
successors or the implications of the Mongol defeat at Ayn Jalut. Others
use innovative methodologies to unlock the potential of various types

of source material including: manuscript illuminations depicting

warfare, Templar graffiti, German crusading songs, and crusading
charters. Several of the articles open up new areas of debate connected
to the history of crusading. Malcolm Barber discusses why Christendom



did not react decisively to the fall of Acre in 1291. Bernard Hamilton
explores how the rising Frankish presence in the Eastern Mediterranean
during the central medieval period reshaped Christendom's knowledge
and understanding of the North African cultures they encountered. In
this way, this work seeks both to advance debate in core areas whilst
opening new vistas for future research.



