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Presenting the first systematic treatment of the behavior of Néron
models under ramified base change, this book can be read as an
introduction to various subtle invariants and constructions related to
Néron models of semi-abelian varieties, motivated by concrete research
problems and complemented with explicit examples. Néron models of
abelian and semi-abelian varieties have become an indispensable tool
in algebraic and arithmetic geometry since Néron introduced them in
his seminal 1964 paper. Applications range from the theory of heights
in Diophantine geometry to Hodge theory. We focus specifically on
Néron component groups, Edixhoven'’s filtration and the base change
conductor of Chai and Yu, and we study these invariants using various
techniques such as models of curves, sheaves on Grothendieck sites
and non-archimedean uniformization. We then apply our results to the
study of motivic zeta functions of abelian varieties. The final chapter
contains a list of challenging open questions. This book is aimed
towards researchers with a background in algebraic and arithmetic
geometry
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in ancient complex societies.

In the southern Maya lowlands, rainfall provided the primary and, in
some areas, the only source of water for people and crops. Classic
Maya kings sponsored elaborate public rituals that affirmed their close
ties to the supernatural world and their ability to intercede with deities
and ancestors to ensure an adequate amount of rain, which was then
stored to provide water during the four-to-five-month dry season. As
long as the rains came, Maya kings supplied their subjects with water
and exacted tribute in labor and goods in return. But when the rains
failed at the end of the Classic period (AD 850-950), the Maya rulers
lost both their claim to supernatural power and their temporal

authority. Maya commoners continued to supplicate gods and
ancestors for rain in household rituals, but they stopped paying tribute
to rulers whom the gods had forsaken. In this paradigm-shifting book,
Lisa Lucero investigates the central role of water and ritual in the rise,
dominance, and fall of Classic Maya rulers. She documents commoner,
elite, and royal ritual histories in the southern Maya lowlands from the
Late Preclassic through the Terminal Classic periods to show how elites
and rulers gained political power through the public replication and
elaboration of household-level rituals. At the same time, Lucero
demonstrates that political power rested equally on material conditions
that the Maya rulers could only partially control. Offering a new, more
nuanced understanding of these dual bases of power, Lucero makes a
compelling case for spiritual and material factors intermingling in the
development and demise of Maya political complexity.



