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Written by an industry insider with state of the art research at their
fingertips, this book describes the Radio Access Network (RAN)
architecture, starting with currently deployed 4G, followed by the
description of 5G requirements and why re-thinking of the RAN
architecture is needed to support these. Based on these considerations,
it explains how 5G network architecture, which is currently being
defined, is likely to evolve. The aim is not merely to cover relevant
standards and technologies as a purely academic exercise (although a
significant part of the book will be dedicated to these), but to augment
these by practical deployment, to illustrate why the RAN architecture is
changing and where it is going. With 5G deployments on the horizon,
there is a desire within companies to both re-think the RAN
architecture and to change the proprietary nature of the RAN.
Correspondingly, there is increased interest in academia, standards
bodies and commercial entities involved in the area.
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