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For victims in sexual assault cases, trials rarely result in justice.
Instead, the courts drag defendants, victims, and their friends and
family through a confusing and protracted public spectacle. Along the
way, forensic scientists, sexual assault nurse examiners, and police
officers provide their insight and expertise, shaping the story that
emerges for the judge and jury. These expert narratives intersect with
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the stories of victims, witnesses, and their communities to reproduce
our cultural understandings of sexual violence, but too often this
process results in reinscribing racial, gendered, and class inequalities.
This work draws on observations of over 680 court appearances in
Milwaukee County's felony sexual assault courts, as well as interviews
with judges, attorneys, forensic scientists, jurors, sexual assault nurse
examiners, and victim advocates.


