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It is well-known that there is a complicated relationship between Native
American Tribes and the US government. Relations between Tribes and
the federal government are dominated by the principle that the
government is supposed to engage in meaningful consultations with
the tribes about issues that affect them. In this book, Justin B. Richland,
an associate justice of the Hopi Appellate Court and ethnographer,
closely examines the language employed by both Tribes and
government agencies in over eighty hours of meetings between the
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