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Written as a cultural weapon and a call to arms, Howl touched a raw
nerve in Cold War America and has been controversial from the day it
was first read aloud nearly fifty years ago. This first full critical and
historical study of Howl brilliantly elucidates the nexus of politics and
literature in which it was written and gives striking new portraits of
Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, and William Burroughs. Drawing from
newly released psychiatric reports on Ginsberg, from interviews with his
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psychiatrist, Dr. Philip Hicks, and from the poet's journals, American
Scream shows how Howl brought Ginsberg and the world out of the
closet of a repressive society. It also gives the first full accounting of
the literary figures-Eliot, Rimbaud, and Whitman-who influenced Howl,
definitively placing it in the tradition of twentieth-century American
poetry for the first time. As he follows the genesis and the evolution of
Howl, Jonah Raskin constructs a vivid picture of a poet and an era. He
illuminates the development of Beat poetry in New York and San
Francisco in the 1950s--focusing on historic occasions such as the first
reading of Howl at Six Gallery in San Francisco in 1955 and the
obscenity trial over the poem's publication. He looks closely at
Ginsberg's life, including his relationships with his parents, friends, and
mentors, while he was writing the poem and uses this material to
illuminate the themes of madness, nakedness, and secrecy that pervade
Howl.A captivating look at the cultural climate of the Cold War and at a
great American poet, American Scream finally tells the full story of
Howl-a rousing manifesto for a generation and a classic of twentieth-
century literature.
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Sommario/riassunto L’extension progressive de l’autorité pontificale en Dalmatie a profité
de la longue histoire romaine de cette ancienne province impériale. Les
sources révèlent d’abord les ambitions, les contradictions et les échecs
de la papauté dans cette région perçue comme une porte d’entrée vers
l’espace byzantin, les Balkans et l’Europe centrale. Ce n’est qu’aux Xe-
XIe siècles, au moment où se redéfinissent les sphères d’influence dans
l’Adriatique, qu’apparaissent les différents volets d’une diplomatie
cohérente (légende d’apostolicité attribuant l’évangélisation de la
Dalmatie à un disciple de saint Pierre ; obligation de la liturgie latine ;
diffusion de l’art roman ; ambassades et correspondances apostoliques
; conciles sous l’autorité de la métropole de Split ; expansion
bénédictine sous l’influence de l’abbaye du Mont-Cassin ; collaboration
avec la dynastie croate). Le serment de fidélité du roi croate Zvonimir
au pape Grégoire VII en 1075, aux portes de l’antique Salone, illustre
un volet régional de la réforme « grégorienne » qui renforça la primauté
pontificale et le royaume dalmato-croate. Mais il nous invite surtout à
décentrer le regard, à varier les échelles, du local à l’universel, pour
mieux saisir la nature politique de cette réforme globale qui inaugure
un nouveau rapport au monde.


