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This study is the first comprehensive analysis of the physical theory of
the Islamic philosopher Avicenna (d. 1037). It seeks to understand his
contribution against the developments within the preceding Greek and
Arabic intellectual milieus, and to appreciate his philosophy as such by
emphasising his independence as a critical and systematic thinker.
Exploring Avicenna's method of "teaching and learning," it investigates
the implications of his account of the natural body as a three-
dimensionally extended composite of matter and form, and examines
his views on nature as a principle of motion and his analysis of its
relation to soul. Moreover, it demonstrates how Avicenna defends the
Aristotelian conception of place against the strident criticism of his
predecessors, among other things, by disproving the existence of void
and space. Finally, it sheds new light on Avicenna's account of the
essence and the existence of time. For the first time taking into account
the entire range of Avicenna's major writings, this study fills a gap in
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our understanding both of the history of natural philosophy in general
and of the philosophy of Avicenna in particular.
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This book highlights the importance of geothermal energy by studying
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its potential either alone or in combination with solar energy, focusing
on its industrial application. Its starting point is to identify in a
thorough and precise manner the barriers that hinder the
implementation of geothermal energy in Spain and the European Union
and the measures to be taken to achieve its diffusion and regular use.
Next, the book looks at how geothermal energy could contribute to this
sector and to the desalination industry in particular, analysing a
specific case in the south of Spain and extrapolating its results to a set
of existing desalination plants in the Spanish Mediterranean with really
interesting results in terms of economic amortisation and CO2
emissions avoided to the atmosphere. Beyond the desalination
industry, this work demonstrates that almost 85% of the industrial
processes of all industry in Spain can be carried out with very low, low
and medium temperature geothermal resources and even applies its
results to a set of existing solar plants, comparing in economic terms
the results already obtained with those that would have been obtained
if geothermal energy had been applied.


