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""The people want . . ."": This first half of slogans chanted by millions of
Arab protesters since 2011 revealed a long-repressed craving for
democracy. But huge social and economic problems were also laid bare
by the protestors' demands. Simplistic interpretations of the uprising
that has been shaking the Arab world since a young street vendor set
himself on fire in Central Tunisia, on 17 December 2010, seek to
portray it as purely political, or explain it by culture, age, religion, if not
conspiracy theories. Instead, Gilbert Achcar locates the deep roots of
the upheaval in the s


