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The Archaeological Investigations Project (AIP), funded by English
Heritage, systematically collected information about the nature and
outcomes of more than 86,000 archaeological projects undertaken
between 1990 and 2010. This volume looks at the long-term trends in
archaeological investigation and reporting, places this work within
wider social, political, and professional contexts, and reviews its
achievements. Information was collected through visits to public and
private organizations undertaking archaeological work. 'Planning Policy
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Guidance Note 16: Archaeology and Planning (known as PPG16)',
published in 1990, saw the formal integration of archaeological
considerations with the UK town and country planning system that, and
set out processes for informed decision-making and the
implementation of post-determination mitigation strategies, defined a
formative era in archaeological practice and established principles that
underpin today's planning policy framework. The scale of activity
represented - more 1000 excavations per year for most of the PPG16
Era - is more than double the level of work undertaken at peak periods
during the previous three decades.


