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Introduction: The institution of literature -- The public sphere -- The
critique of the liberal public sphere -- The institutionalization of
literature and criticism -- Literary tradition and the poetic canon --
The literary canon of the Nachmarz -- The institutionalization of
literary history -- Education, schools, and the social structure --
Culture for the people -- Epilog: The road to industrial culture.
Hohendahl examines important elements in the making of a national
literature, including the political and literary public sphere, the theory
and practice of literary criticism, and the emergence of academic
criticism as literary history.
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