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Originally published in 1956. In Ishmael, Professor James Baird
responds to the increasing secularization of Western civilization and
the creation of what he calls "authentic primitivism." For Baird, the
aesthetic austerity of Protestantism undermined the structure of
symbols created by Catholicism. In the absence of a meaningful
structure of cultural authority in Western civilization, "primary art" took
on a quasi-religious role by connecting humans to a transcendent
being. Ishmael describes a new system of art, beginning around 1850,
that supplanted Christian symbolism. Baird examines writers who
helped to create a modern authentic primitivism, with emphasis on
Herman Melville, whom Baird sees as a locus of change for the cultural
significance of primary art. Baird provides a social history and
biography of writers who participated in the primary art movement
from 1850 to 1950
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pt. 1. Context for ballistic imaging analysis -- pt. 2. Current ballistic
imaging and databases -- pt. 3. Implications for a national reference
ballistic image database -- pt. 4. Future directions.

Ballistic Imaging assesses the state of computer-based imaging
technology in forensic firearms identification. The book evaluates the
current law enforcement database of images of crime-related cartridge
cases and bullets and recommends ways to improve the usefulness of
the technology for suggesting leads in criminal investigations. It also
advises against the construction of a national reference database that
would include images from test-fires of every newly manufactured or
imported firearm in the United States. The book also suggests further
research on an alternate method for generating an investigative lead to
the location where a gun was first sold: "microstamping,"” the direct
imprinting of unique identifiers on firearm parts or ammunition.



