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The Mixtec, or the people of Savi ("Nation of the Rain God"), one of the
major civilizations of ancient Mesoamerica, made their home in the
highlands of Oaxaca, where they resisted both Aztec military expansion
and the Spanish conquest. This book presents and interprets the sacred
histories narrated in the Mixtec codices, the largest surviving collection
of pre-Columbian manuscripts in existence. In these screenfold books,
ancient painter-historians chronicled the politics of the Mixtec from
approximately a.d. 900 to 1521, portraying the royal families, rituals,
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wars, alliances, and ideology of the times. By analyzing and cross-
referencing the codices, which have been fragmented and dispersed in
far-flung archives, the authors attempt to reconstruct Mixtec history.
Adding useful interpretation and commentary, Jansen and Perez
Jimenez synthesize the large body of surviving documents into the first
unified narrative of Mixtec sacred history.
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A new exploration of how digital media assert the relevance of dance in
a wired world How has the Internet changed dance? Dance
performances can now be seen anywhere, can be looped endlessly at
user whim, and can integrate crowds in unprecedented ways. Dance
practices are evolving to explore these new possibilities. In Perpetual
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Motion, Harmony Bench argues that dance is a vital part of civil society
and a means for building participation and community. She looks at
how, after 9/11, it became a crucial way of recuperating the common
character of public spaces. She explores how crowdsourcing dance
contributes to the project of performing a common world, as well as
the social relationships forged when we look at dance as a gift in the
era of globalization. Throughout, she asks how dance brings people
together in digital spaces and what dance’s digital travels might mean
for how we experience and express community. From original research
on dance today to political economies of digital media to the
philosophy of dance, Perpetual Motion provides an ambitious,
invigorating look at a commonly shared practice.


