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This book brings together interdisciplinary research from the fields of
Anthropology, Sociology, Archaeology, Art, History and Religious
Studies, showing the necessity of a transdisciplinary and diachronic
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approach to examine the last half-century of modern arts and
performance festivals. The volume focuses on new theoretical and
methodological approaches for the examination of festivals and festival
cultures, both the Burning Man festival in Nevada's Black Rock Desert
and burner culture in Europe. The editors argue that festival cultures
are becoming values-inflected global forms of travel, dwelling, festivity,
communication, and social organisation that are transforming
contemporary cultures and have significant political capital. Maria Nita
is a Lecturer in Religious Studies at the Open University, UK. Her
research focuses on religion and environmentalism, with particular
interest in artistic practices for sustainability, festivals, and the climate
movement. Jeremy H. Kidwell is a Senior Lecturer in Theological Ethics
at the University of Birmingham, UK. Kidwell is an interdisciplinary
scholar, with a background in the humanities, particularly literature and
music. .


