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"Why is participatory budgeting spreading internationally and at the
same time is being abandoned in Brazil, its birthplace? Wampler and
Goldfrank answer this question by providing a detailed analysis of the
history of this democratic innovation, and the reasons for this decline.
This is an important book that will generate vibrant discussions among
all those interested in participatory democracy." Daniel Schugurensky,
Professor, School of Public Affairs and School of Social Transformation,
Arizona State University “With this excellent book, Goldfrank and
Wampler make a compelling argument to conceptualize participatory
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institutions as inherently political. In a major contribution to the
literature, they provide an innovative and empirically-grounded theory
to explain why and how Brazil’s flagship participatory budgeting (PB)
institutions started to decline after a period of intense diffusion in the
2000s. As PB continues its progression (and transformation) around the
world, this is a particularly timely contribution and a must read for
scholars, policy makers and students interested in democratic
institutions, in general, and in the politics of participatory innovation,
in particular.” Françoise Montambeault, Associate Professor, University
of Montreal This book examines the rise, spread and decline of
participatory budgeting in Brazil. In the last decade of the twentieth
century Brazil became a model of participatory democracy for activists,
practitioners, and scholars. However, some thirty years later
participatory budgeting is in steep decline, and on the verge of
disappearing from Brazil. Drawing from institutional, political choice,
civil society, and public administration literature, this book generates
theory that accounts for the rise and fall of an innovative democratic
institution. It examines what the arc of the creation, spread, and
decline of participatory budgeting tells us about the long-term viability
and potential democratic impact of this innovative democratic
institution as it spreads globally. Will the same inverted trajectory
plague other countries in the future, or will they be able to sustain
participatory budgeting for greater periods of time? Brian Wampler is
Professor of Political Science at Boise State University, USA. Benjamin
Goldfrank is Professor at the School of Diplomacy and International
Relations at Seton Hall University, USA. .


