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This book examines the rise, spread and decline of participatory
budgeting in Brazil. In the last decade of the twentieth century Brazil
became a model of participatory democracy for activists, practitioners,
and scholars. However, some thirty years later participatory budgeting
is in steep decline, and on the verge of disappearing from Brazil.
Drawing from institutional, political choice, civil society, and public
administration literature, this book generates theory that accounts for
the rise and fall of an innovative democratic institution. It examines
what the arc of the creation, spread, and decline of participatory
budgeting tells us about the long-term viability and potential
democratic impact of this innovative democratic institution as it
spreads globally. Will the same inverted trajectory plague other
countries in the future, or will they be able to sustain participatory
budgeting for greater periods of time?
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