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This book explores, in rich and rigorous ways, the possibilities and
limitations of “thick” (concepts of) autonomy in light of contemporary
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debates in philosophy, ethics, and bioethics. Many standard ethical
theories and practices, particularly in domains such as biomedical
ethics, incorporate minimal, formal, procedural concepts of personal
autonomy and autonomous decisions and actions. Over the last three
decades, concerns about the problems and limitations of these “thin”
concepts have led to the formulation of “thick” concepts that highlight
the mental, corporeal, biographical and social conditions of what it
means to be a human person and that enrich concepts of autonomy,
with direct implications for the ethical requirement to respect
autonomy. The chapters in this book offer a wide range of perspectives
on both the elements of and the relations (both positive and negative)
between “thin” and “thick” concepts of autonomy as well as their
relative roles and importance in ethics and bioethics. This book offers
valuable and illuminating examinations of autonomy and respect for
autonomy, relevant for audiences in philosophy, ethics, and bioethics.


