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Rabbi Shimon ben Zemach Duran (1361-1444) was a colorful rabbinic
authority in Algiers. In his book, Zohar Harakia, on methods of
enumerating the 613 commandments, he summarizes the work of
previous authorities on this subject, especially Maimonides and
Nachmanides. He also presents his own system of enumeration. Thus,
his work is a compact introduction to this fundamental subject. The
text, first printed in 1515, is written clearly and arranged as a
commentary on ibn Gabirol's poetic version of the 613 commandments,
which is chanted on Shavuot. This English translation and notes make it
accessible to lay readers as well as students of Jewish law, liturgy, and
medieval Jewish history.
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Offering the first developed account of political liberal education, this
book combines a thorough analysis of the theoretical groundwork of
political liberal education with application-oriented approaches to
contemporary educational challenges. Following in depth engagement
with the shortcomings of Rawls’ theory and addressing some key
objections to neutrality-based restrictions in education, the volume
moves on to provide an insightful discussion of topics such as same-
sex relations in sex-education, the position of migrant children and the
rights of religious parents to determine the education of their children.
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This book outlines a political liberal account of education which
provides a useful contribution to the current debates about liberalism
and education in a way unprecedented in the literature on political
liberalism so far. It is of interest to anyone working at the intersection
of political philosophy and philosophy of education as well as for
scholars with a broader interest in how liberalism can respond to the
challenges of value pluralism.


