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From Constantinople to the Frontier: The City and the Cities provides
twenty-five articles addressing the concept of centres and peripheries

in the late antique and Byzantine worlds, focusing specifically on urban
aspects of this paradigm. Spanning from the fourth to thirteenth
centuries, and ranging from the later Roman empires to the early
Caliphate and medieval New Rome, the chapters reveal the range of
factors involved in the dialectic between City, cities, and frontier.
Including contributions on political, social, literary, and artistic history,
and covering geographical areas throughout the central and eastern
Mediterranean, this volume provides a kaleidoscopic view of how

human actions and relationships worked with, within, and between

urban spaces and the periphery, and how these spaces and
relationships were themselves ideologically constructed and

understood. Contributors are Walter F. Beers, Lorenzo M. Bondioli,
Christopher Bonura, Lynton Boshoff, Averil Cameron, Jeremiah Coogan,
Robson Della Torre, Pavla Drapelova, Nicholas Evans, David Gyllenhaal,
Franka Horvat, Theofili Kampianaki, Maximilian Lau, Valeria Flavia
Lovato, Byron MacDougall, Nicholas S.M. Matheou, Daniel Neary, Jonas
Nilsson, Cecilia Palombo, Maria Alessia Rossi, Roman Shliakhtin, Sarah
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With the start of 2020, the wrath of pandemic challenged the scientific
community to develop more advanced drug delivery approaches for
biomedical applications, endowing conventional drugs with additional
therapeutic benefits and minimum side effects. Although significant
advancements have been done in the field of drug delivery, there is a
need to focus towards strategizing novel and improved drug delivery
systems that should be convenient and cost-effective to the patients,
and simultaneously they should also provide financial benefits to
pharmaceutical companies. Controlled drug delivery technology offers
ample opportunities and scope for improvising the therapeutic efficacy
of drugs via optimizing thedrug release rate and time. For this
endeavour, smart nanomaterials have served as remarkable candidates
for biomedical applications, owing to their ground-breaking properties
and design. The development of such nanomaterials requires a broad
knowledge related to their physio-chemical properties, molecular
structure, mechanisms by which the nanomaterials interact with the
cells, and methods by which drugs are released at the site of action.
This knowledge must also be allied with the knowledge of signaling
crosstalk mechanisms that are modulated by the nanomaterial-drugs
composite. It can be anticipated that these emerging drug delivery
technologies can facilitate the world to successfully encounter such
pandemic outbursts in the future in a cost-effective and time-effective
manner. The chapters in this book deal with the advanced technologies
and approaches that can benefit advanced students, researchers, and
industry experts in developing smart and intelligent nanomaterials for
future biomedical applications, and development, manufacturing, and
commercialization for controlled and targeted drug delivery.



