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No nation in modern history has had a more powerful sense of its own
distinctiveness than the United States. Yet few Americans understand
the immensely varied sources of that sense and the fascinating debates
that have always swirled around our attempts to define "America" with
greater precision. All too many have come to regard the study of their
national history as tedious, just as they fail to embrace the past as
something in which they must be consciously grounded. In this
introduction to the study of American history, Wilfred M. McClay invites
us to experience the perennial freshness and
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Introduction: Singapore and its Englishes -- Variation in Singapore
English: old and new models -- Description: phonology and lexicon --
Description: grammar -- Indexicality: a model for Singapore? --
Conclusion: the variety as a structural unit.

In recent years the study of English and its global varieties has grown
rapidly as a field of study. The English language in Singapore, famous
for its vernacular known as 'Singlish’, is of particular interest to
linguists because it takes accent, dialect and lexical features from a
wide range of languages including Malay, Mandarin, Hokkien and
Tamil, as well as being influenced by the Englishes of Britain, Australia



and America. This book gives a comprehensive overview of English in
Singapore by setting it within a historical context and drawing on
recent developments in the field of indexicality, world Englishes and
corpus research. Through application of the indexicality framework
Jakob Leimgruber offers readers a new way of thinking about and
analysing the unique syntactic, semantic and phonological structure of
Singapore English. This book is ideal for researchers and advanced
students interested in Singapore and its languages.



