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The A to Z of Aesthetics covers its history from Classical Greece to the
present, including entries on non-western aesthetics. The book
contains a chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, and
hundreds of cross-referenced dictionary entries on the main concepts,
terminology, important persons (philosophers, critics, and artists), and
the rules and criteria we apply in making judgments on art. By
providing concise information on aesthetics, this dictionary is not only
accessible to students, but it provides details and facts to specialists in
the field.
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The basic message of this book can be put in a straightforward way:
humanities scholars should improve their way of asking questions.
Their questions about the human condition need to be as clear and
simple as possible to enable unambiguous answers. Simple without
being simplistic, nuanced without being embroiled - that is the ideal.
Unambiguous answers (not to be confused with irrefutable answers) are
much wanted, although not always possible to attain. Moreover, if one
wants the questions to be highly significant for the understanding of
the human condition, there should not be too many questions. Even in
this respect, there is much to be wanted in today's humanities research.
Instead of gathering around a limited set of profound questions and
holding on to them until the answers begin to appear, generally the
humanist guild scatters its scientific energy on too many disparate
things - replacing them far too often with hundreds of new questions,
'perspectives' and 'problematisations'. In its turn, such a research
culture may hamper a cumulative growth of knowledge, the possibility
of which, moreover, is regrettably often denied or even viewed with
suspicion. <br><br>This book redresses the current problems in the
humanities world-wide. Firstly, it presents a set of big but still
insufficiently addressed topics that humanities researchers should
focus on over a sustained period of time, such as what explains that
some kinds of knowledge are widely accepted whereas other kinds of
knowledge are rejected, or what explains the widespread diffusion of
inequality paralleled by a gradual emergence of egalitarianism over the
centuries. Secondly, it discusses what the humanities are or should be,
as well as what they are not or should not be. Humanities researchers
should consider their field as an integral part of science, uniquely
dealing with humans as decision-making, meaning-seeking and self-
reflecting agents.


