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In this book, Mikhail Epstein offers a systematic theory of modalities
(the actual, possible, and necessary), as applied to the discourse of
philosophy in its post-Kantian and especially post-Derridean
perspectives. He relies on his own experience of living in the USSR and
the US, dominated respectively by imperative and possibilist modalities.
Possibilism assumes that a thing or event acquires meaning only in the
context of its multiple possibilities, inviting counterfactual and
conditional modes of description. The author focuses on the creative
potentials of possibilistic thinking and its heuristic value. The book
demonstrates the range of modal approaches to society, culture, ethics,
and language, and outlines potentiology as a new philosophical
discipline interacting with ontology and epistemology.
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“This is an important book. Jeremie Bouchard calls for a renewal of
applied linguistics, as he fearlessly challenges applied linguists to make
clear their ontology. Bouchard himself offers complex realism,
combining CDST with critical realism, both of which make emergence
central. Although he does not hesitate to point out the conceptual
limitations of CDST (in part attributed to its relatively recent arrival in
applied linguistics), he maintains that the combination offers an
invaluable middle way between objectivism and subjectivism, and
successionist and interpretivist tendencies and integrates them within a
robust social ontology. | believe it is incumbent upon applied linguists
to take up the challenge Bouchard has presented us with.” --Diane
Larsen-Freeman, Professor Emerita of Education and of Linguistics,
University of Michigan, Research Scientist Emerita and Former Director,
English Language Institute, University of Michigan, Professor Emerita,
SIT Graduate Institute, Visiting Faculty, University of Pennsylvania, USA.
“Jeremie Bouchard has produced a persuasive manifesto for a realist
approach to applied linguistics. A wide-ranging critique of the social
theory traditions relied on by the currently dominant approaches paves
the way for a sophisticated alternative drawing on critical realism and
complex dynamic systems theory. The result is a framework that offers
new levels of theoretical depth to research in language use and
language policy.” --Dave Elder-Vass, Honorary Fellow, School of Social
Sciences and Humanities, Loughborough University, UK. This book
suggests that applied linguistics research is inherently concerned with
complexity, emergence and causality, and because of this it also
requires a robust social ontology. The book identifies and unpacks a
range of conceptual issues in applied linguistics from a social realist
perspective, and provides a critique of successionism and
interpretivism as two dominant and enduring empiricist tendencies in
the field. From this critique, it considers the emergence of complex
dynamic system theory as viable yet not entirely unproblematic
conceptual sophistication of current applied linguistics research.
Although the growing popularity of complex dynamic system theory is
undeniable and understandable, this book argues that its integration
within a social realist ontology is necessary for further developments in
the field. The book will be of interest to applied linguists and social
scientists interested in language-related issues including language
learning and teaching, language change, language policy and planning,
bilingualism/multilingualism, and language and identity. Jérémie
Bouchard is a language teacher and sociolinguist with a penchant for
social theory. His current interest centers on claims about language and
its real-world uses made within applied linguistics research.



