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This empirical study reconstructs relations between the parents of
children diagnosed as having special needs and professional members
of the healthcare and help systems in Germany. The main focus is on
interactions between the different groups of actors along the questions
of how important these systems are for stimulating the children's
development, and what role is played by the family history of the
parents and the present situation of the families. Case examples are
presented in this volume of five families with different family histories
and different ethnic and religious belongings, and above all with
different experiences of professional help.



