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We live in a world of big data: the amount of information collected on
human behavior each day is staggering, and exponentially greater than
at any time in the past. Additionally, powerful algorithms are capable of
churning through seas of data to uncover patterns. Providing a simple
and accessible introduction to data mining, Paul Attewell and David B.
Monaghan discuss how data mining substantially differs from
conventional statistical modeling familiar to most social scientists. The
authors also empower social scientists to tap into these new resources
and incorporate data mining methodologies in their analytical toolkits.
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Data Mining for the Social Sciences demystifies the process by
describing the diverse set of techniques available, discussing the
strengths and weaknesses of various approaches, and giving practical
demonstrations of how to carry out analyses using tools in various
statistical software packages.
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Sommario/riassunto "Democracy and the Discourse of Relevance is set against the backdrop
of the spread of neoliberal ideas and reforms since the 1980s,
accepting also that these ideas are rooted in a longer history. It focuses
on how neoliberalism has worked to transform the university sector
and the academic profession. In particular, it examines how
understandings of, and control over, what constitutes relevant
knowledge have changed. Taken as a whole, these changes have
sought to reorient universities and academics towards economic
development in various ways. This includes the installation of strategies
for how institutions and academics achieve recognition and status
within the academy, the privatisation of educational services and the
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downgrading of the value of public higher education, as well as a
steady shift away from the public funding for universities. Research
universities are increasingly adopting a user- and market-oriented
model, with an emphasis on meeting corporate demands, the
privileging of short-term research, and a strong tendency to view
utility, and the potential to sell intellectual property for profit, as
primary criteria for determining the relevance of academic
knowledge..."


