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"Evaluation is increasingly important for finding sustainable solutions
for the people and the planet, based on a systematic analysis of what
works, for whom, and under what circumstances, and to contribute to
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, as they pertain
to the environment. This book explores why The Global Environment
Facility (GEF) invests in evaluation for accountability and learning to
inform its decision making on programming priorities, and how this
leads to wiser funding decisions and better program performance on
the ground. The book is based on real-life experiences of how to make
evaluation count for international environmental action. Drawing upon
comprehensive evaluations of the GEF, it provides unique insights from
authors responsible for designing, implementing, and disseminating
the findings of the evaluations. No other multilateral development or
environment agency places evaluation fully at the center of their
decision making. The book outlines the trends in the global
environment and the changing landscape of international
environmental finance. It defines the role of the GEF and explains its
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institutional framework and the unique partnership that involves donor
and recipient countries, multilateral development banks, UN agencies,
nongovernmental organisations (NGOs), and national agencies in the
developing countries. Further, it provides useful pointers to other
organizations wishing to enhance evidence-based decision making for
improving their relevance, performance, and impact. The book will be
most suitable for graduate-level, specialized study in a variety of
disciplines such as environmental and development economics,
political science, international relations, geography, sociology, and
social anthropology"--
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"In 2010, President Barack Obama signed a law repealing one of the
most controversial policies in American criminal justice history: the one
hundred to one sentencing disparity between crack cocaine and powder
whereby someone convicted of "simply" possessing five grams of
crack--the equivalent of a few sugar packets--had been required by
law to serve no less than five years in prison. In this highly original
work, Dimitri A. Bogazianos draws on various sources to examine the
profound consequences of America's reliance on this punishment
structure, tracing the rich cultural linkages between America's War on
Drugs, and the creative contributions of those directly affected by its
destructive effects. Focusing primarily on lyrics that emerged in 1990s
New York rap, which critiqued the music industry for being corrupt,
unjust, and criminal, Bogazianos shows how many rappers began
drawing parallels between the "rap game" and the "crack game." He
argues that the symbolism of crack in rap's stance towards its own
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commercialization represents a moral debate that is far bigger than hip
hop culture, highlighting the degree to which crack cocaine--although
a drug long in decline--has come to represent the entire paradoxical
predicament of punishment in the U.S. today."--


