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The book shows how class relations develop and is a consequence of
capitalist development of the rural nonagricultural/nonfarm sector
(RNFS)---seen as the dialectical relation between the forces and
relations of production---as mediated by the state, which produces
uneven social and spatial outcomes. Central to the framework for this
book are four interrelated conceptual building blocks or themes: social
relations of production, productive forces, role of the state and

concrete development outcomes of capitalist production in RNFS in the
context of class and non-class relations of oppressions. These four
conceptual themes follow a logical sequence where each concept evolve
in specific contexts within the RNFS; while connected to each other in a
dialectical manner; and come together to form the central argument of
the book.
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This book discusses the concepts, types, models, and patterns of
Japan’s Hometown Tax Donation Payment system, to provide a clear



picture of this newly developed unigue and innovative fund-raising tool
used by municipalities. It also sheds light on the influences that
reciprocal gifts provided by each municipality to donors have on local
economies by reviewing empirical works and surveys targeting local
business owners and local financial institutions. A distinguishing
feature of the book is that it introduces a new social finance
mechanism that is unique to the Japanese market and could provide
policy implications for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMESs) as
well as regional development. Furthermore, the book explores the
efficacy of the demand—pull approach to support-strengthening SMEs,
especially in rural areas. Finally, the book identifies some lessons
learned from the system with a view toward advancing research on this
phenomenon and making the system efficient and sustainable. As a
whole, the book can provide ample benefits to novices, academics,
researchers, and policymakers interested in Hometown Tax Donation
Payment, an innovative social finance tool. This is an open access book.



