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Rethinking food and medicine -- Food as medicine -- Healing foods
and longevity -- Dietary prescriptions and comfort foods -- Medicine
as food -- Nutraceuticals and functional foods -- Genetically modified
foods and drugs -- Eating and medicating.

What we eat, how we eat, where we eat, and when we eat are deeply
embedded cultural practices. Eating is also related to how we medicate.
The multimillion-dollar diet industry offers advice on how to eat for a
better body and longer life, and avoiding harmful foods (or choosing
healthy ones) is considered separate from consuming medicine
another multimillion-dollar industry. In contrast, most traditional

medical systems view food as inseparable from medicine and regard
medicinal foods as the front line of healing. Drawing on medical texts
and food therapy practices from around the world and throughout
history, Nancy N. Chen locates old and new crossovers between food
and medicine in different social and cultural contexts. The consumption
of spices, sugar, and salt was once linked to specific healing properties,
and trade in these commodities transformed not just the political
economy of Europe, Asia, and the New World but local tastes and food
practices as well. Today's technologies are rapidly changing traditional
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attitudes toward food, enabling the cultivation of new admixtures, such
as nutraceuticals and genetically modified food, that link food to
medicine in novel ways. Chen considers these developments against
the evolving food regimes of the diet industry in order to build a
framework for understanding diet as individual practice, social
prescription, and political formation.
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Régis Debray en appelait dans son rapport de 2002 sur I'enseignement
du fait religieux dans I'Ecole laique & une laicité d'intelligence plutot
gue d’abstention. Cette politique éducative veut donner accés au plus
grand nombre a la connaissance la ou il y a urgence a ne plus subir
sans recul la pression d’'une actualité saturée par les faits religieux. L’
enquéte commence dans les années 1980 au cours desquelles les
caractéristiques mémes du vingtieme siecle disparaissent dans le



monde, tandis que la société francaise et son Ecole changent en
profondeur. Appuyée sur des textes inédits ou peu connus et des
sources variées, nourrie par une longue expérience pratique en la
matiére, cette recherche met en lumiére la construction théorique et
technique, les tatonnements et interrogations de cette « laicité d’
intelligence » en cours, vue au travers de la question de I'enseignement
des faits religieux depuis trente ans a I'Ecole.



