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Many have argued that soft money and special interests are destroying
the American electoral system. And yet the clarion call for campaign
finance reform only touches on the more general belief that money and
economic power have a disastrous impact on both free expression and
American democracy. The nation's primary sources of communication,
the argument goes, are increasingly controlled by vast corporate
empires whose primary, or even exclusive motive is the maximization
of profit. And these conglomerates should simply not be granted the
same constitutional protection as, say, an individual p
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Alors que I'enfance attirait bien peu le regard du sociologue, elle
devient un objet de recherche a part entiere en ce début de vingt-et-
uniéme siécle. Se met en place un nouveau champ de recherche, la
sociologie de I'enfance, qui s'intéresse a un objet social a la fois objet
de fascination et de tourments. Il n’est plus possible d’envisager les
problémes éducatifs, qu'ils concernent I'école, la famille ou les médias,
sans s'interroger sur le nouveau statut de I'enfant dans la modernité.
Ainsi de personnage fantéme, quasi invisible hantant les sociologies de
I'éducation ou de la famille, I'enfance est-elle devenue une des figures
majeures de la modernité et de ses sociologies. Elle cristallise et
incarne, au coeur d'un mouvement général de désinstitutionalisation,
un des derniers liens sociaux, et toutes les difficultés de la
transmission, interrogeant et secouant violemment nos cadres de
représentation et d'interprétation des modes de socialisation
contemporains. Elle appelle une recomposition des champs
traditionnels de la sociologie. Penser un a un et indépendamment les
cadres institutionnels de la socialisation ne permet guére de sortir de
cette impasse. Il devient indispensable de s'interroger sur leurs
relations réciproques et sur I'action méme de cet enfant, considéré
maintenant comme un acteur a part entiere. Si le statut de I'enfant
évolue au sein de la cellule familiale, en écho, il évolue au sein de
toutes les instances de socialisation, dont I'école, et se recompose au
sein du groupe de pairs, ce que ne peut ignorer une société de
consommation avide de cibles prescriptrices. En effet, comment
appréhender I'analyse des politiques sociales de I'enfance sans faire
appel a I'analyse des discours savants qui légitiment celles-ci,
comment comprendre la culture enfantine sans la situer face a cette
nouvelle vision de I'enfant en tant qu’acteur social ?
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1. Auxetic Materials for Biomedical and Tissue Engineering -- Advances
in Orthotic Prosthetic Design: Challenges and Applications -- Research
Progress of Self-healing Elastomers Materials: Processing and
Characterization.

The book provides an overview of prospective material simulants for
hard tissues, such as knee joints, hip joint, and bones, and soft tissues,
such as skin, muscles, and functional organs. These materials can
repair, replace the functionality, or mimic the mechanical, structural,
and biological properties of the parent tissue. This book discusses hard
and soft human tissue simulating biomaterials under a single umbrella,
covering a broad area of design and development of biomaterials,
implants, and multi-functional materials along with their
characterization. The progress in emerging biomaterials has increased
manifold in the recent decades with the unprecedented focus on
healthcare technologies. This book is dedicated to ground-breaking
research in biomaterials and highlights the current trends and future



roadmap of different materials for simulation of hard and soft tissues.
Authored by prominent researchers around the globe, the chapters of
this book emphasize recent advances in biomedical material
simulation. This book brings together novel contributions to different
aspects of hard and soft human tissue-based biomaterials, including
recent advances and emerging developments in designing and
developing simulants for tissue replacement alternatives. This book is
anticipated to serve as a key reference textbook for research in tissue
engineering & biomedical engineering, biomaterials, biomechanics, and
implant & medical device development with contributed chapters
solicited in the areas of soft materials, such as elastomers, hydrogels,
etc., for various applications; auxetic metamaterials; additive
manufacturing of bio-implants; artificial tissues and organs;
development of biomimetic materials; medical implants and biomedical
device design; bioinspired and bio-tribological materials; advances in
materials science for biomaterial applications; biomechanical
characterization of hard and soft human tissues; bioprinting and nano-
biomaterials.



