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Contrary to dominant narratives which portray East European politics as
a pendulum swing between democracy and authoritarianism,
conventionally defined in terms of an ahistorical cultural geography of
East vs. West, this book analyzes post-socialist transformation as part
of the long downturn of the post-WWII global capitalist cycle. Based on
an empirical comparison of two countries with significantly different
political regimes throughout the period, Hungary and Romania, this
study shows how different constellations of successive late socialist
and post-socialist regimes have managed internal and external class
relations throughout the same global crisis process, from very similar
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positions of semi-peripheral, post-socialist systemic integration. Within
this context, the book follows the role of social movements since the
1970s, paying attention both to the level of differences between local
integration regimes and to the level of structural similarities of
globalintegration. The analysis maintains a special focus on
movements' class composition and inter-class relationships and the
specific position of middle-class politics in movements. Agnes Gagyi is
a sociologist, working on East European politics and social movements
in terms of the region's long-term integration into world-economic and
geopolitical relations. She is Researcher at the Department of Sociology
and Work Science, University of Gothenburg, where her current projects
look at housing conflicts in Eastern Europe after 2008, and the social
conditions of urban green infrastructures in face of the climate crisis.
She is a founding member of the Working Group for Public Sociology
"Helyzet" in Budapest.
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“This is an extremely valuable and rare contribution to debates about
effective governance structures. It provides a well-balanced though
critical assessment of arguments about the qualities of different
governance arrangements that properly engages all sides and
perspectives.” – Mark Pennington, Professor of Political Economy and
Public Policy, King's College London, UK “Dan Greenwood’s Effective
Governance and the Political Economy of Coordination brings together
a variety of perspectives in political science and political economy in
order to develop a novel approach to thinking about problems of
governance. His emphasis on openness, discovery, and learning is an
important and welcome reminder of how governance systems can be
improved when we don’t shy away from the challenges associated with
using policy to solve complex problems.” – Jayme Lemke, Senior
Research Fellow, Mercatus Centre, George Mason University, USA This
book provides a conceptual and methodological approach for
researchers evaluating governance and policy in the face of complexity,
and demonstrates the application of this approach across different
governance and policy contexts. It fills a significant gap in the literature
on governance, and proposes a theoretical focus on coordination to
enable the assessment of multi-tier, cross-sector governance
institutions and policy. It also introduces a range of applications for the
proposed approach, including two case studies of governance and
policy for the built environment and health services. The book
introduces, analyses and draws from a range of perspectives in political
economy, political science, policy analysis and evaluation. It also
engages with longstanding debates in political economy about states
and markets, which are largely overlooked by political science analyses
of coordination challenges in governance. The book will appeal to
scholars and students of governance, public policy and political
science. Dan Greenwood is Reader in Politics at the Centre for the Study
of Democracy, University of Westminster, UK. His research focuses on
policy analysis, governance evaluation and political economy.


