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1.Social movements in Eastern Europe: problems of understanding
non-Western contexts -- 2.External integration as internal force:
middle class politics and the "politics of backwardness" in Eastern
Europe -- 3.Crisis, regime change, movement: comparing mobilization
cycles in Hungarian and Romanian constellations of global integration
after 1973 and 2008 -- 4.Long-term middle class politics and
contemporary new left initiatives in Hungary and Romania.

Contrary to dominant narratives which portray East European politics as
a pendulum swing between democracy and authoritarianism,
conventionally defined in terms of an ahistorical cultural geography of
East vs. West, this book analyzes post-socialist transformation as part
of the long downturn of the post-WWII global capitalist cycle. Based on
an empirical comparison of two countries with significantly different
political regimes throughout the period, Hungary and Romania, this
study shows how different constellations of successive late socialist
and post-socialist regimes have managed internal and external class
relations throughout the same global crisis process, from very similar



positions of semi-peripheral, post-socialist systemic integration. Within
this context, the book follows the role of social movements since the
1970s, paying attention both to the level of differences between local
integration regimes and to the level of structural similarities of
globalintegration. The analysis maintains a special focus on
movements' class composition and inter-class relationships and the
specific position of middle-class politics in movements. Agnes Gagyi is
a sociologist, working on East European politics and social movements
in terms of the region's long-term integration into world-economic and
geopolitical relations. She is Researcher at the Department of Sociology
and Work Science, University of Gothenburg, where her current projects
look at housing conflicts in Eastern Europe after 2008, and the social
conditions of urban green infrastructures in face of the climate crisis.
She is a founding member of the Working Group for Public Sociology
"Helyzet" in Budapest.



