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Why have American policies failed to reduce the racial inequalities still
pervasive throughout the nation? Has President Barack Obama defined
new political approaches to race that might spur unity and progress?
Still a House Divided examines the enduring divisions of American
racial politics and how these conflicts have been shaped by distinct
political alliances and their competing race policies. Combining deep
historical knowledge with a detailed exploration of such issues as
housing, employment, criminal justice, multiracial census categories,
immigration, voting in majority-minority districts, and school vouchers,
Desmond King and Rogers Smith assess the significance of President
Obama's election to the White House and the prospects for achieving
constructive racial policies for America's future. Offering a fresh
perspective on the networks of governing institutions, political groups,
and political actors that influence the structure of American racial
politics, King and Smith identify three distinct periods of opposing
racial policy coalitions in American history. The authors investigate how
today's alliances pit color-blind and race-conscious approaches against
one another, contributing to political polarization and distorted
policymaking. Contending that President Obama has so far
inadequately confronted partisan divisions over race, the authors call
for all sides to recognize the need for a balance of policy measures if
America is to ever cease being a nation divided. Presenting a powerful
account of American political alliances and their contending racial
agendas, Still a House Divided sheds light on a policy path vital to the
country's future.
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Graffiti and street art images are ubiquitous, and they enjoy a very
special place in collective imaginary due to their ambiguous nature.
Sometimes enigmatic in meaning, often stylistically crude and
aesthetically aggressive, yet always visually arresting, they fill our field
of vision with texts and images that no one can escape. As they take
place on surfaces and travel through various channels, they provide
viewers an entry point to the subtext of the cities we live in, while
questioning how we read, write and represent them. This book is
structured around these three distinct, albeit by definition interwoven,
key frames. The contributors of this volume critically investigate
underexplored urban contexts in which graffiti and street art appear,
shed light on previously unexamined aspects of these practices, and
introduce innovative methodologies regarding the treatment of these
images. Throughout, the focus is on the relationship of graffiti and
street art with urban space, and the various manifestations of these
idiosyncratic meetings. In this book, the emphasis is shifted from what
the physical texts say to what these practices and their produced
images do in different contexts.All chapters are original and come from
experts in various fields, such as Architecture, Urban Studies,
Sociology, Criminology, Anthropology and Visual Cultures, as well as
scholars that transcend traditional disciplinary frameworks. This
exciting new collection is essential reading for advanced
undergraduates as well as postgraduates and academics interested in
the subject matter. It is also accessible to a non-academic audience,
such as art practitioners and policymakers alike, or anyone keen on
deepening their knowledge on how graffiti and street art affect the
ways urban environments are experienced, understood and envisioned.


