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In this volume specific cognitive sub-functions are identified and
indications of how basic vestibular input contributes to each are
described. The broad range of these functions is consistent with the
broad spread of vestibular projections throughout the cortex.
Combining vestibular signals about the head’s orientation relative to
gravity with information about head position relative to the body
provides sufficient information to map body position onto the ground
surface and underlie the sense of spatial position. But vestibular signals
are also fundamental to sensorimotor control and even to high-level
bodily perception such as the sense of body ownership and the
anchoring of perspective to the body. Clinical observations confirm the
essential role of vestibular signals in maintaining a coherent self-
representation and suggest some novel rehabilitation strategies. The
chapters presented in this volume are previously published in a Special
Issue of Multisensory Research , Volume 28, Issue 5-6 (2015).
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