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The essays collected in this volume unfold a panorama of urban
phenomena of resistance that reach from the seventeenth to the
twenty-first centuries, thus revealing the essential vulnerability of
urban space to all forms of subversion. Taking their readers to diverse
places and moments in history, the contributions remind us of the
struggles over the concrete as well as the imaginary space we call the
city. The collection maps the various challenges experienced by urban
communities, ranging from the unmistakably hegemonic claim of civic
festivities in early modern London to the perceived threat posed by
newly created parks in the Restoration period and from the dangers of
criminality and riots in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries to the
transformation of the Berlin Wall into souvenirs scattered around the
globe.
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