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This book introduces the reader to the literary work and to an
understanding of its cultural background and its specific features. In
doing so, it refers to two main traditions of Western culture: one of
aesthetics and the theory of art and the other of literary theory. In our
postmodern world, language and artistic creation (and above all
literature as the art of language) occupy a special role in understanding
the human world and become existential issues. A critical attitude
requires knowledge of the relevant past in order to understand what we
are today. The author presents key topics, ideas, and representatives of
aesthetics, theory, and the interpretation of works of art in an historical
perspective, in order to explain the Western tradition with constant
attention to the present condition. Aesthetics, Theory and
Interpretation of the Literary Work offers an outline of essential
concepts and authors of aesthetics and theories of the literary work,
presenting basic topics and ideas in their historical context and
development, considering their relevance to the contemporary debate,
and highlighting the specificity of the experience of the art work in our
present world. The best way to approach a work of art is to enjoy it. In
order to enjoy a literary work, we have to consider its correct context
and its specific artistic qualities. The book is conceived as a general
and enjoyable introduction to the experience of the work of art in
Western culture.
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