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Historically, the idea that the stars and planets influence the Earth and
its inhabitants has proved powerful in almost every culture, offering an
important context for the use of mathematical and astronomical
instruments. In the past, however, historians of astronomy have paid
relatively little attention to astrology and other “non-scientific” topics,
while historians of astrology have tended to concentrate on the analysis
of texts rather than surviving artefacts, scientific instruments in
particular. Heaven and Earth United is an attempt to redress the
balance through an exploration of the astrological contexts in which
instruments once found a place. Contributors are Silke Ackermann,
Marisa Addomine, Jim Bennett, Marvin Bolt, Louise E. Devoy, Richard
Dunn, Seb Falk, Stephen Johnston, Richard L. Kremer, Günther
Oestmann, Josefina Rodríguez-Arribas, Petra G. Schmidl, Giorgio
Strano, and Sylvia Sumira.
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This book describes the probability theory associated with frequently
used statistical procedures and the relation between probability theory
and statistical inference. The first third of the book is dedicated to
probability theory including topics relating to events, random variables,
and the Central Limit Theorem. Statistical topics then include
parameter estimation with confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, chi-
square tests, t tests, and several non-parametric tests. Flow charts are
frequently used to facilitate an understanding of the material
considered. The examples and problems in the book all concern simple
data sets which can be analyzed with a simple calculator; however, the
R code required to complete many examples and problems is provided
as well for those that are interested.


