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The large and sudden influx of missionaries into the former Soviet
Union after seventy years of militant secularism has been controversial,
and the widespread occurrence of conversion has led to anxiety about
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social and national disintegration. Although these concerns have been
vigorously discussed in national arenas, social scientists have remained
remarkably silent about the subject. This volume's focus on conversion
offers a novel approach to the dislocations of the postsocialist
experience. In eight wellresearched ethnographic accounts the authors
analyse a range of missionary encounters a


