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Atong is a Tibeto-Burman language spoken in Northeast India and
Bangladesh. Seino van Breugel provides a deep and thorough coverage
and analysis of all major areas of the grammar, which makes this book
of great interest and value to general linguists and typologists as well
as area specialists. Alongside an Atong-English dictionary and five
fully-glossed Atong texts recorded during extensive fieldwork, this
work also provides a sizable ethnolinguistic introduction to the
speakers and their culture. Of particular interest is the pragmatic
approach taken for the grammatical analysis. Whereas the form of an
utterance provides some clue as to its possible meaning, inference is
always needed to arrive at the most relevant interpretation within the
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context in which the utterance occurs. \'This is a very important book
for South Asian and Sino-Tibetan linguistic scholarship. Of the 200
languages of Northeast India, only a handful have been documented;
the present work brings the number of full-scale modern grammars for
these languages to six. Thus it represents a unique and extremely
valuable contribution.\' Professor Scott DeLancey University of Oregon
\'This is a solid academic work which makes a huge contribution to the
field. There is no other detailed account of this particular language, and
it is highly doubtful that anyone will write something more
comprehensive in the future.\' Dr Willem de Reuse University of North
Texas


