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Friendship is an essential part of human experience, involving ideas of
love and morality as well as material and pragmatic concerns. Making



and having friends is a central aspect of everyday life in all human
societies. Yet friendship is often considered of secondary significance
in comparison to domains such as kinship, economics and politics. How
important are friends in different cultural contexts? What would a study
of society viewed through the lens of friendship look like? Does
friendship affect the shape of society as much as society moulds
friendship? Drawing on long-term ethnograp



